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Abstract

This study focuses in the potential of boat tourism management along the Mekong
River in the northeast Thailand (Loei, NongKhai, BuengKan, NakhonPhanom, Mukdahan,
AmnatChareon, and UbonRatchathani) and southern Laos (Vientiane, Vientiane Prefecture,
Bolikhamxai, Khammouan, Savannakhet, Salavan, and some part of Champasak). The
objectives of this study were to (1) Study the Mekong geography context between Thailand
and Laos, (2) Study of the potential and possibility of boat tourism, (3) Study of tourism
resources in trans-boundary area, (4) Study of the facilities, and (5) Study of tourism law,

international agreement and obstacle in tourism development in the area of the study.

The study in the geography context revealed that there are 3 aspects support to
tourism development are as following(1) there are many rapids, island, sand dune along the
Mekong River in the upper of the area of the study — Loei, NongKhai, and Bueng Kan.(2)in the
middle — NakhonPhanom, and Mukdahan, the watercourse was stretch and no submerged
rocks, and (3) in the lower - AmnatChereon, and UbonRatchathani, there are plentifully of
outstanding bizarre rocks consist of rock outcrop, natural pothole, mushroom rock. All of the

geography aspectswere support tourism all year round.

The tourism dimension, this study found that tourism resources along the Mekong
River in the area of the study were attributed as Ecotourism and Historical tourism mixed
with intangible heritage e.g. Naga fireball, Long-tail boat racing, and the festival of the
Illuminated Boat procession. For boat tourism, this geography’s study conduct that it is no
obstacle for floating all year round.The river tourism required various factors which influence
their trips’ decision making as follows; (1) security and facilities, (2) sanitation, and (3)
effective border control and essential information providing. Furthermore, the tourism
aspect in the area should be appropriately implemented, and tourism-niches should be
arranged as historical tourism, ecotourism, cultural tourism, and ethnic tourism. The

obstacles of boat tourism were unclear tourism strategy, cross-border conflict, international



law, and lack of networking between local government, entrepreneurs and communities in

both countries.

The recommendations from this study can be generated of 4 points e.g.(1)the
tourism law or agreement along Mekong River between Thailand and Laos government
should be developed, (2) facilities and infrastructure for Boat tourism should be improved,
(3) Capability building and support to the local entrepreneur and private sector, and (4)
promote of tourist attractions in the area of the study in social network.From the important
statement, boat tourism in Thailand and Laod must be linked to the tourism pattern and
matched to the resources and activities, e.g., ecotourism, community-based tourism, and
ethnic tourism. To enhance the marketability of boat tourism, a sustained objective should
be to create international cooperation, especially in boat tourism development strategy.
Finally, each strategy should be realized and used as a tool in applying for protection the
Mekong cultural landscapes, ethnic minority rights, and poverty reduction to the local

community.



