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Abstract

The National Research Council of Thailand (NRCT) and the Thailand Research
Fund (TRF) both see the importance in implementing the results obtained from national
research projects. Among these are the findings from the research projects on “Long-term
Management of Tourism” in Thailand, which are essential for both institutions to decide
whether to make further planning and to provide necessary funding for such projects.
Together, NRCT and TRF help gather and categorize data resulted from the funded research
projects on tourism and service industry. These are useful information to commercially
promote the new routes of tourism and activities in Thailand.

The research team at TRF recognizes the significance of the knowledge gained
from the research projects on tourism management that were funded in 2013. The data
have been analyzed and synthesized to see whether the findings from these research
projects comply with the Strategic Framework of National Tourism Research Project 2012-
2016 as well as with the NRCT’s Research Framework on the Management of Tourism 2013.
Thus, the objectives of this research paper are as follows: (1) to analyze and synthesize the
compliance of the research works on the tourism and service industry funded in 2013; (2) to
estimate the economic values and commercial benefits gained from the research projects
on tourism and service industry during 2012 — 2013; (3) to select from the research projects
funded in 2013 the most appropriate research plan that is relevant for commercial
promotion; and (4) to set an approach to a research project model for tourism management
in 2015.

In analyzing and synthesizing 29 research plans and works that were funded
by TRF in 2013, the researchers use qualitative and quantitative methods. The sample group
is the two research plans on tourism and service industry funded in 2013 and 2012. From
these research plans, one plan was selected from the 2013 funded research project and
seven plans from the 2012 funded research project. The data from the research were
synthesized and presented in descriptive statistics. Content analysis was also used
accordingly.

There are 3 national strategies with which the research project need to
comply: (1) to promote the national research agenda on tourism; (2) to support the local

research that has potentials and that is compliable with the national strategy on tourism,



and (3) to develop and build strength in the tourism management mechanism for
researches.

The findings from the compliance analysis show that all factors involved are
quantitatively and qualitatively in accordance with the objectives of the research - i.e. they
are responsive to the national development agenda and strategy for tourism (2012-2016);
they also provide new foundation of knowledge about tourism in Thailand; they also help
set forth an approach to a new model for the research on tourism management; and finally,
they also create professionalism in researchers who work in the field of tourism

management.

The impact of this research on the economy as a whole can be categorized as
follows:

1. Economic impact: elevates the potential demand for tourism which is in alignment
with the national development agenda that includes creative tourism, but does not tarnish
the national identity.

2. Social and cultural impact: promotes cultural tourism and cooperation on tourism
with neighboring ASEAN countries.

3. Environmental impact: promotes environmental preservation and ecological

conservation; prevents commercial exploitation; emphasizes on sustainability.



