\A\

it
A2
i’

3189UNTITeaTUaNY Tl

WAUSIUITY
wanizwumnmsviaaL17'iEJ'Jﬁiaﬁ’uﬁmﬂn‘lanmaﬁsumﬁ:
NIANYT aneTULKITIRTIUATY
Impacts of Tourism on a Natural World Heritage Site:
A Case Study of Thab Lan National Park
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Abstract

According to tourism conflict situation - between economic development by using
tourism as key strategy and ecological conservation- in Thai-Samakki Subdistrict, Wang Nam
Keaw District, Nakorn Ratchasima Province, located in The Dong Phayayen-Khao Yai World
Heritage, this research aimed to analyze tourism dynamic and component and identify socio-
economic impacts and impacts to ecosystem in different aspects including impacts on
vegetation community, wildlife habitat, water quality of natural water resources, soil loss and
sedimentation in the watershed area. The result showed that tourism situation in Thai-Samakki
was in post-stagnation stage. The significant influences of tourism dynamic were government
policy promoting tourism, growing demand for tourism, and illegal resorts in Thab Lan National
Park. The main tourism locations in Thai-Samakki were agriculture-related sites. Majority of
visitors called holiday-mass popular individual type. The majority of visitors and local residents
considered the overall impact of tourism to be beneficial. Unfortunately, tourism brought
negative impacts to the world heritage site. These impacts included socio-economic impacts,
reduction of tree species composition and canopy layers, chaining in soil properties, increasing
of wildlife habitat loss, high contamination of total coliform bacteria in water during high
tourism season, and degrading of quality of water resources and watershed ecosystem. The
results highlighted the need for forest restoration, appropriate zoning and tourism management
that more concern about ecological sustainability of the world heritage site which
environmental protection as being a more important priority than the economic benefits of
tourism. Forest-based tourism activities, such as wildlife tourism and creative forest tourism, are

proposed for alternative management strategies.

Key words: tourism impact, economic impact, social impact, impact on vegetation community,
impact on wildlife habitat, impact on soil, stream water quality, soil loss, sedimentation, Thai-

Samakki Subdistrict, Thab Lan National Park, Dong Phayayen — Khao Yai World Heritage site




